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OYAK General Manager Süleyman Savaş Erdem declared that OYAK companies operating in 

the field of mining metallurgy will prioritize capacity increase and research and development 

activities in 2021. Erdemir, which developed 19 new steel grades in flat products in the first 9 

months of 2020, will focus on innovative products with high added value produced with 

advanced technology in 2021, while Isdemir tends to increase capacity and Erdemir Maden 

continues production with a focus on efficiency. 

The Covid-19 pandemic, which emerged in China last year and continues to affect the globe, 

continues to affect the economies as well as public health of the countries around the globe. 

The localization in production and sales, which has been seen in world trade for the last few 

years and supported by trade measures taken by countries, has gained momentum with the 

spread of the Covid-19 pandemic in the world. Localization in the supply chain, the desire of 

countries to expand their regional and local trade volumes, and the interruption of international 

trade by various measures will be a topic we will follow in the coming years. Although this trend 

has many difficulties for the steel industry, which has an important place in world trade, it also 

brought new opportunities with it. Governments and central banks of the world have tried to 

curb the economic stagnation environment created by the epidemic with both fiscal and 

monetary policies; and the acceleration of infrastructure investments caused the demand for 

steel to increase faster than expected. 

Especially, although the rapid recovery experienced in China had a positive impact on world 

crude steel production, it could not prevent the shrinkage in production all over the world. 

According to data for the first nine months, China managed to increase its crude steel 

production by 4.5 percent compared to the same period last year, while this rate fell 3.2 percent 

in the rest of the world. With the expansionary monetary policies implemented by the central 

banks and positive news on vaccines, it is expected to experience growth in economies in 

2021 and a rapid recovery in the steel industry like many other sectors. 

Giving information about OYAK's mining metallurgy activities, OYAK General Manager 

Süleyman Savaş Erdem stated that they are closely following the developments regarding the 

epidemic and that they are continuing their preparations to reach the 2021 targets with the 

measures they have taken. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Erdem, stating that from the very first day of Covidien-19 pandemics in Turkey they have 

implemented applicable measures in their plants, expressed that: "Our companies Erdemir, 

Isdemir and Erdemir mining continued to apply measures by obtaining 'TSE Covidien-19 Safe 

Production Certificate'. We have provided a safe working environment for approximately 12 

thousand employees with applications such as 'Artificial Intelligence Based Mask Recognition 

System', 'Observation Applications', 'Intelligent Contactless Transition Systems'. We have 

realized many firsts with these applications and continued our leadership in the sector. In the 

Common Future Awards  

Program organized by TİSK, where ideas and projects all compete in the Covid-19 category, 

we received the grand prize with the 'Safe Production Is Possible Together' project in the field 

of Occupational Health and Safety. We also used the unifying power of music to keep 

awareness of the three rules. The rap song “Come on First Mask, Distance! You are the Cure, 

Pay Attention for Hygiene!” was prepared by taking advantage of the unifying power of music. 

This rap song, in which the ideas, words and music belong entirely to Erdemir employees, 

drew attention to the importance of correct use of the mask, obeying the distance rule, staying 

away from crowded environments and hygiene. ”. 

OYAK Mining Metallurgy Companies produced 25 percent of the entire crude steel 

production in Turkey in the first 9 

Erdem continued his words as follows: "Our companies operating in the field of mining 

metallurgy continue their investment activities by producing high competitive products with 

modern production facilities and production technology and with a strategy of continuous 

development. In the first nine months of 2020, Erdemir produced 2 millions 736 thousana tons 

of crude steel by 22 percent increase compared to the same period last year. İsdemir produced 

3 million 748 thousand tons of crude steel. When the first nine months of 2020 are evaluated, 

crude steel production remained at the same level compared to the previous year and reached 

a total of 6 million 484 thousand tons. With this level as OYAK Metallurgy Mining companies 

we met 25 percent of Turkey's crude steel production. " 

Erdemir continues its investments without any slowing down 

Süleyman Savaş Erdem, OYAK General Manager, underlining the 55th anniversary of 

operation start of Erdemir stated that; “We focused on manufacturing high value added, 

innovative products. In Erdemir, which developed 19 new product qualities in flat products in 

the first 9 months of 2020, the number of flat product grades reached 520. At our Ereğli facilities, 

we launched 2 Hot Rolling Mill Quality and Sustainability Investments Projects. Equipment 

manufacturing, supply and field works continue in the 2nd Blast Furnace Renovation Project. 

In addition, our company continues its field studies in Energy Distribution System Additional 

Investments, Raw Material Stocking and Blending Areas Modernization and Environmental 

Investment Projects. Erdemir also continues its purchasing activities in its projects in the 4th 

Coke Battery and Auxiliary Product Facilities Modernization Project, Steel Plant Secondary 

Dust Collection System Capacity Increase Project, 1st Slab Furnace Modernization Project, 

60MW Turbo Generator Project, Relocation of the Existing Slitting Line to Ersem facilities and 

Ambar Invest." 

Isdemir focused on capacity Increase 

Erdem stating that Isdemir focused on capacity increase in this year being the 50th anniversary 

of the Company stated that “Our company İsdemir developed 6 new product qualities in long 



products in the first 9 months of 2020 and increased number of the long product qualities to 

311. There are 219 product qualities in flat products. At our İskenderun facilities, we continue 

to supply, manufacture and field activities within the scope of New Coke Gas Gasometer and 

Steelhouse A-B Hall Extension and Crane  

Projects. In addition, we continue the engineering, procurement processes, equipment supply, 

manufacturing and field activities of the 1st New Blast Furnace, Vacuum Degassing Facility 

and 3rd Coke Battery Renewal Projects in İsdemır. Our company also continues its purchasing 

studies for the 1st Blast Furnace Top Pressure Expansion Turbine (TRT) and the 3rd Steam 

Boiler Retubing (Partial Tube Replacement) and Burner Modification Projects.” 

Erdemir Maden continues production focusing on efficiency 

Erdem finalized his statement by underlining that: “Erdemir Maden, on the other hand, 

continues its production activities with a focus on efficiency. In addition to the Concentration 

and Pellet Facility located in Sivas Divriği, we continue to work with a total of 10 mining sites, 

including 9 iron mine fields and 1 manganese field. Continuing its work with its knowledge, 

experience and strong human resources for more than half a century OYAK Mining Metallurgy 

companies aim to successfully close the end of the year with organic growth. In addition, by 

maintaining its presence in the country and outside, it will continue its operations with a safe 

and stable production strategy for Turkey's future." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


